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it happened to be a clear night we shut out all the light from one
room and stayed there to make the test. I also took my mirror
and placed it by my side. Presently the mirror shone forth with a
light that brightened up the room like day, but the sword along
side of it gave no light at all. Hsieh was greatly astonished and
said, "Please put your mirror back into the case." I did so and it
was not until then that the sword radiated some light to a distance
of only a foot or two. "So," Hsieh said, sighing, "even with magic
objects there is also a difference in quality and the inferior has to
yield in the presence of something superior." Thereafter, whenever
the moon was full, I would bring out the mirror and place it in a
dark room so as to watch its radiance; it never failed to light up
the room to a distance of several rods. But if the moonlight should
be allowed to penetrate into the room, then there was no light from
it, which showed that it could not stand up against the brilliance
of the Great Male and the Great Female.5
In the winter of that year I was appointed member of the Institute
of Historiography and set myself the task of writing a biography
of Su Cho. It happened that I had an old servant of seventy by
the name of Pao Sheng who had once been in the service of the
Su family. He had a fair knowledge of history and some appre-
ciation of literary composition. When he saw the draft of Su's
biography he fell into an uncontrollable fit of grief. When I asked
him the cause, he said, "His Excellency Su treated me with kindness
and generosity when I was in his service. I grieve now because
what he prophesied has come true. For, sir, the magic mirror that
you have was once given to His Excellency by Miao Chi-tzu of
Honan and he greatly treasured it. In the year of his death, he was
constantly in a state of melancholy, and once, summoning Miao
Chi-tzu to him, he said, *My death is not far off and I wonder what
will happen to this mirror after my death. I want now to divine
it by the milfoil and should like you to witness it.' He then com-
manded me to bring the milfoil sticks and having cast them and
read the pattern, he said: 'Ten years after my death, the mirror will
be lost to my family, no one knows where. But the presence of a
5 The sun and the moon.